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Dear Delegates,
Welcome to the 2022 Japan University English Model United Nations (JUEMUN). We are
pleased to welcome you to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). This year’s Secretary Generals are Maya Fujii and Miho Kaizaki. Maya is a
graduate student and Miho is a fourth-year student at Notre Dame Seishin University. Both major
in International Communication. We wish you all the best in your preparation and look forward
to seeing you at the conference! The topics under discussion for the UNESCO are:
Meeting 1: Securing Natural World Heritage Sites
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Natural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Integrity of Natural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Natural World Heritage Sites from Underrepresented
Regions
Meeting 2: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Cultural World Heritage Sites from Underrepresented
Regions
Meeting 3: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee A: Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Intangible Cultural Heritage from Underrepresented
Regions
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1.

The Guiding Structure for our JUEMUN 2022 Meetings
1.1.

The Global Citizenship Generation and how JUEMUN connects with
your university studies now, and with your future

The greatest challenge that JUEMUN delegates face is to consider solutions from, not only their
own perspectives, but also their delegations’ perspectives. Since you are roleplaying as a
delegate, you should take on the role of your country's government representative.
There are several ways in which you can utilize your experience of JUEMUN 2022:
● Use your JUEMUN 2022 research to make your academic life more fruitful. In your
university courses, if you have to make speeches and other types of presentations, write
essays, or do short research reports, use the content of your JUEMUN 2022 research or
the skills you learned whenever possible.
● Attend any JUEMUN 2022-related special guest lectures, film showings, and photo
exhibitions on your campus, or elsewhere in your community.
● Refer to JUEMUN experiences in essays and interviews for scholarships, study abroad
applications, and in the job-search process. The JUEMUN work you do might be the
beginning of your graduation thesis. Some undergraduate JUEMUN delegates have found
their research helped them prepare for successful graduate school applications in fields
such as Development Studies. Other delegates have been inspired by JUEMUN
experiences to seek jobs in International NGOs and UN organizations.

1.2.

JUEMUN 2022 UN Body UNESCO

JUEMUN 2022 will simulate meetings of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Previously JUEMUN has simulated the General Assembly,
SOCHUM, the Security Council, FAO and ECOSOC. We are going to follow familiar
JUEMUN systems and procedures which have been developed year by year since 2010, look to
UNESCO's vision for partnership, base a substantial part of our research on UNESCO’s work,
as well as represent the UNESCO Member States.
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1.3.

JUEMUN Theme: Securing World Heritage for Future Generations

Securing World Heritage for future generations refers to maintaining the quality of World
Heritage assets for all people who will be born in the future. Our ancestors created, maintained
and passed on these World Heritage assets to us. We also need to preserve not only their inherent
quality but also their value for future generations. The section, entitled “The SDGs and World
Heritage,” will also show the connections between World Heritage and the Sustainable
Development Goals.

1.4.

Meeting 3 Agenda Theme & Committees

Agenda: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee A: Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Intangible Cultural Heritage from
Underrepresented Regions

1.5.

Why is the JUEMUN 2022 theme – Securing World Heritage for
Future Generations?

It is the fiftieth anniversary of the World Heritage Convention in 2022. The purpose of the
convention is to protect the landmarks which represent the most exceptional expressions of our
humanity and treasures of our world. Specifically, UNESCO safeguards World Heritage which
have either cultural, historical, scientific or other forms of universal significance. When an asset
of World Heritage contains cultural/historical value, it is called Cultural World Heritage, whereas
if it has the natural value, it is called Natural World Heritage. If it includes both natural and
cultural value, it is called the mixed World Heritage. In 1972, the convention was adopted, and in
1973, the United States of America ratified the convention first. In 1975, with over 20
ratifications, the convention came into force. There are 194 states parties that have ratified the
convention as of 2021. We not only have the convention for physical World Heritage sites, but
also have a convention for an Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). In 2003, the Convention
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage was adopted. This
convention is for the value of ICH to be passed to the future generations. ICH includes:
Traditional festivals, skills or music or crafts, among other things. It is obvious that we should
discuss the topic of the World Heritage sites and ICH because of the current situation, new
conflicts happening everyday, climate change and globalization.
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Firstly, due to wars happening everyday, World Heritage sites are becoming endangered, and
losing their Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). In 2013, the city of Aleppo, which is a mixed
World Heritage in Syria, was added to the List of World Heritage in danger. Not only this World
Heritage site, but also five other World Heritage sites were added to the list. The biggest cause
for that is the civil war happening in Syria. These landmarks are damaged by conflict. This is one
example, but there are several nations which are attempting to protect World Heritage from wars
these days.
Secondly, climate change damages World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage. In 2016,
because the sea level has been rising, UNESCO reported that the Statue of Liberty was
threatened by climate change. Members of the United Nations have suggested several actions in
order to minimize the effects of climate change and one of them is to make sure global warming
stays well below 2 degrees Celsius, and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature rise up to 1.5
degrees Celsius. It is clearly necessary to talk about how we can minimize the damage and cope
with the issues which relate to climate change.
Last, globalization can have a negative impact on the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).
Globalization, which is seen by many as having a positive impact on the world, can actually be a
threat to World Heritage and ICH in particular, as it can lead to cultural heritage losing its
uniqueness and loss of transmission to the next generation. ICH includes traditional festivals,
skills or music or crafts, and among other things. One example of ICH is Tais, traditional textiles
made on handlooms from Timor-Leste. In 2021, Tais was put on the UNESCO List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Due to globalization and modernization, Tais
is threatened. The traditional cloth is used when people welcome babies as well as for festivals or
traditional events. However, since we are now able to transport materials from nation to nation
easily, Tais are losing their popularity to the global fashion industry. People of Timor-Leste are
choosing to wear more casual and cheaper clothes. A side effect is that traditional producers of
Tais make less income. Thus, due to the effects of globalization, the future of the Tais tradition is
in danger due to globalization. This is all the more unfortunate as the slow, hand woven process
of making Tais is a more environmentally friendly way of producing clothing.
For these reasons, we have set the topic of securing Natural World Heritage, Cultural World
Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage. All four committees will give you the opportunity to
tackle a variety of issues from different perspectives.
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1.6.

JUEMUN 2022 – UNESCO Member States

Africa

Asia

Europe and
Others

Latin America
and Caribbean

A

Ethiopia
Niger
Senegal
Botswana

Syria
Thailand
Mongolia
Vanuatu

France
Ukraine
Azerbaijan
Finland

Mexico
Venezuela
Panama
Peru

B

Morocco
Sudan
Benin
Madagascar

Iran
Japan
Viet Nam
Myanmar

Germany
Switzerland
Italy
New Zealand

Brazil
Bolivia
Colombia
Cuba

C

Egypt
Congo
Zimbabwe
Tunisia

India
Republic
of Korea
Indonesia
Kazakhstan

Spain
Slovenia
Iceland
Russia

Argentina
Costa Rica
Ecuador
Antigua
Barbuda

D

Namibia
Uganda
Côte d'Ivoire
Mauritania

Kyrgyzstan
Philippines
Sri Lanka
Cambodia

Austria
Denmark
Estonia
Romania

Chile
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica

1.7.

Number of Delegates

We hold 3 Meeting Rooms of approximately 50 delegates which consists of 4 Committees and 4
Regional Blocs.

1.8.

Tasks of the Committees and the Regional Blocs

In the Formal Sessions of the Meeting Room, the Chairs and Assistant Chairs will give
instructions and guidance. During the formal session, delegates give one-minute speeches and
vote on either proposals for actions, or on the Draft Resolutions. The proposals for actions such
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as suspending the formal session for a set amount of time are called “motions.” For example, if
the motion “to suspend the (formal) meeting for 60 minutes to go into informal consultation in
committees” passed by a vote with majority in favor, delegates will go discuss in committees.
In the Informal Consultations in Regional Blocs, representatives from each committee will
discuss all four committee topics. In the Informal Consultations in Committees, delegates from
all regional blocks should cooperate to put ideas into one document called a Working Paper
(WP). Delegates have two deadlines for the WP, and after the second submission, and if the
Bureau approves it as a formal document, it will be called a “Draft Resolution (DR).” When the
DR is voted upon to be accepted by a majority of delegates in favor, it becomes a Resolution.
The WP has two parts and which are:
1. A section where you describe the facts and problems (preambles)
2. A section where you put your action plan ideas (operative clauses)
The main task for the JUEMUN conference is to negotiate and create your resolutions with your
fellow delegates, so please DO NOT come to the conference with your preambles and operative
clauses already prepared.
Once the DRs have been approved by the Bureau, you will be responsible for making
suggestions on the DRs which are called the “Amendments” in your Regional Blocs.
The process of creating the DRs will be explained in detail in the JUEMUN handbook and
Bureau members will also support you during the conference. We will have a Q&A session
before the conference and will notify delegates of the date later.
【Basic Rules for the Informal Consultations】
● Use English only.
● Place a priority on good communication.
● Include everyone in a discussion. Be a good listener.
● Do not allow a few people to dominate in speaking roles.
● Make sure everyone understands what is going on.
● Search for innovative ideas.
● Write a WP with plans that can actually be implemented. Make detailed action plans.
Explain who will do what by when, and how to do it.
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2.

Your Research: Sharing Responsibility for JUEMUN Success
2.1.

Background Information

There are six main United Nations Organs: the General Assembly (GA), the Security Council,
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Secretariat, the International Justice of Court, and
the Trusteeship Council. UNESCO is a form of organization where people focus particularly on
the Educational, Cultural and Scientific areas of ECOSOC. In the United Nations Charter, there
are not only several basic rules for each principal organization, but also unique international rules
between Member States. The mandate of ECOSOC which forms the UNESCO is in Chapter X
which highlights its functions and power.
Researching your Meeting agenda and Committee topics is extremely important. Although we
will not provide you with an individual research guide, we will propose six key areas of
background research for you to research in preparation for the conference.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
ECOSOC
UNESCO and its General Conference
World Heritage Centre
UN Resolutions and actions related to Securing World Heritage for Future
Generations
6. Your country
You do not have to follow these steps, but for first timers, we would like to encourage you to
start with Step 1 and moving through each one to gain some basic knowledge of the important
organizations and previous work that has been completed on this topic. Afterwards, you can
focus on the more specific committee topics from your country's perspective.

2.2.

Preparation Guidelines

Here is a self checklist that you can use to monitor your progress:
I have thoroughly researched my Member State (MS) and can answer most of the
questions relating to my delegation. For instance;
I know what sort of government my country has.
I know what regional organization(s) my country belongs to.
I know when my MS became a member of the UN. etc…
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I am familiar with the theme of the JUEMUN conference and the Sustainable
Development Goals associated with it.
I have researched not only in one language but also in other languages. (If you are able to
use two or more languages, please use your language ability to research your room
topics.)
I have used governmental, intergovernmental, non-governmental organizations and news
media for research.
I am knowledgeable of ALL the committee topics being discussed in my Meeting Room.
I have read the Background Guide -- particularly the section that includes past key
resolutions and agreements related to my topics.
I have read about UNESCO and the World Heritage Centre (WHC)
I am ready to roleplay my delegation.
I understand that there are a variety of perspectives and although my own
personal values and opinions are different from my delegation, I respect my
country’s opinions and views and will state them during the JUEMUN
conference.
Despite the fact that the goals for my delegation and Non-Government
Organizations (NGOs) in my country may be different, I understand in detail my
Member State’s position and will do my best to promote it.
I understand what I need to know and what I do not need to know. (Do not let your
research overwhelm you.)
I have had enough sleep.

3.

Sources of Information for 6 Research Fields

We propose some sources of information here, but if you find others, please share them with
your fellow Meeting 3 Delegates. Empower each other by creating a Meeting 3 Research
Database.

3.1.

The SDGs related to Secure World Heritage for Future Generations

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by all United Nations Member
States in 2015 to provide peace and prosperity for people and the planet now and into the future.
JUEMUN 2022 deals with a variety of targets for the Sustainable Development Goals. Thus, it is
advisable that delegates have an overview of the SDGs, so you can get a sense of how the goals
fit together and how all 17 SDGs give us a vision of a better world. The United Nations
University in Tokyo also has very good information on the SDGs.
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The JUEMUN 2022 theme “Securing World Heritage for Future Generations” is related to 5
SDGs and 17 targets.
SDG4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all
● Target 4: By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have
relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and
entrepreneurship
● Target 7: By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality,
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of
cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development
● Target a: Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender
sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for
all
● Target c: By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including
through international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially
least developed countries and small island developing States
SDG11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
● Target 4: Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural
heritage
SDG13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
● Target 1: Strengthen the resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and
natural disasters in all countries
● Target 2: Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning
● Target 3: Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on
climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning
● Target b: Promote mechanisms for raising the capacity for effective climate
change-related planning and management in the least developed countries and small
island developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized
communities. Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change is the primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the
global response to climate change.
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SDG14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
● Target 1: By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in
particular from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution
● Target 3: Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through
enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels
SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss
● Target 3: By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land
affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land
degradation-neutral world
● Target 4: By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their
biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for
sustainable development
● Target 7: Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora
and fauna and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products
● Target a: Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems
● Target b: Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance
sustainable forest management and provide adequate incentives to developing countries
to advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation
● Target c: Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of
protected species, including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue
sustainable livelihood opportunities
Some members of the family of UN organizations have useful information about the importance
of this topic. For example:
World Heritage Centre & Sustainable Development - In 2015, the 20th General Assembly of the
States Parties to the World Heritage Convention adopted a Policy including sustainable
development perspective into the processes of the World Heritage Convention. This policy
protects the Outstanding Universal Value of World Heritage properties and maintains them in a
sustainable developing way.
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The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) - The UIS is the official source of
internationally-comparable data on education, science, culture and communication. The UIS
provides free access to data, such as how much money each UNESCO country has spent on
cultural and Natural World Heritage, for all UNESCO countries and regional groups from 1970
to the most recent year available.

3.2.

ECOSOC

The Economic and Social Council was established in 1945 as one of the six main organs of the
United Nations. ECOSOC is a United Nations body that specializes in promoting sustainable
economic, social, and environmental development. In addition, ECOSOC connects UN entities
such as regional economic and social commissions facilitating intergovernmental discussions of
major global issues and specialized agencies, including UNESCO. ECOSOC annually holds the
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). In this forum, members
evaluate the progress made towards achieving the SDGs, including SDG 4, 11, 13, 14 and 15.
Based on the Ministerial Declaration of this forum, other UN entities also improve and
implement programs related to that theme.
The theme of HLPF in 2021 was “Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development: building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in
the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development". The forum noted
that human activities caused the interlinked crises of climate change, biodiversity loss,
deforestation, land use changes and unsustainable agricultural practices. In addition, it was
emphasized that the investment in green technology and nature based solutions such as
sustainable agricultural systems were insufficient. Thus, the Ministerial Declaration suggested
that each government should raise a budget about climate finance and promote the shift to
sustainable production practices in regional, local and community actors and involving women
and youth, older people, people living with disabilities, smallholder farmers and traditionally
marginalized groups.

3.3.

UNESCO and General Conference

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is the
specialized agency of the United Nations to build peace through international cooperation in
education, sciences and culture. A United Nations Conference for the establishment of an
educational and cultural organization, which was originally UNESCO, was held in London in
14

November 1945. The aim of this conference was to establish the “intellectual and moral
solidarity of mankind” and to prevent the outbreak of another world war.
UNESCO holds a General Conference once a year to establish policies, set programmes and the
budget. JUEMUN 2022 sets the General Conference of UNESCO as the simulated United
Nations body. In this conference, Member States of UNESCO can invite the World Heritage
Centre, Member States and UNESCO to take actions to protect cultural and natural heritage.
Member States of UNESCO refer to the countries which can discuss agendas in the General
Conferences of UNESCO.
One of UNESCO's tasks is to identify, protect and preserve cultural and natural heritage around
the world with outstanding value to humanity. UNESCO has mainly 8 Missions for World
Heritage.
1. to encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to protect their natural
and cultural heritage
2. to encourage Member States to the World Heritage Convention to nominate sites within
their national territory for the World Heritage List
3. to encourage States Parties, which are the Member States that ratified the World Heritage
Convention, to establish management plans and to set up the systems to report and
monitor how to conserve their World Heritage sites
4. to help States Parties to protect World Heritage properties by providing technical
assistance and professional training
5. to provide emergency assistance for the endangered cultural and natural heritage.
6. to support the awareness-raising activities of State Parties in order to protect the World
Heritage.
7. to encourage participation of the local population in order to preserve their cultural and
natural heritage
8. to encourage international cooperation to conserve cultural and natural heritage
Through these eight missions, UNESCO works to find properties with outstanding universal
value all over the world and protect cultural and natural heritage by providing technical
assistance, professional training and monitoring systems and by promoting the local people and
international cooperation.
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3.4.

Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage and the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH) was established in order to promote the objectives of the Convention for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, to provide guidance on best practices, which are the best way
of protecting and safeguarding the ICH, and to make recommendations on measures in order to
safeguard the intangible cultural heritage. The Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the ICH works to elaborate the operational directives and the plan for the use of
the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage. The Committee submits these documents for approval to the General
Assembly.
The Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund was established in 2003 in order to provide assistance to
State Parties in their efforts for safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage. The State Parties mean
to countries which ratified the Convention of the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage. The State Parties can receive the financial assistance in these four situations.
1.

safeguarding of elements on the Urgent Safeguarding List (This list is explained in detail
in the Committee A part that follows.)

2.

preparation of inventories which provide a basis to make concrete plans to safeguard the
ICH

3.

support for programmes, projects and activities aimed at the safeguarding of ICH at the
national, subregional and regional levels

4.

any other purposes the Committee may deem necessary including capacity building and
preparatory assistance

Important links
● Criteria and timetable for selection of Register of Best Safeguarding Practices
● Functions of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible
Cultural Heritage
● The Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
● Requesting International Assistance From Intangible Cultural Fund
16

● Inventories: identifying for safeguarding

3.5.

UN Resolutions and actions related to Secure World Heritage for
Future Generations

2003 The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
180 countries, which are referred to as States Parties, have ratified this Convention. The purpose
of this Convention was to take appropriate steps to ensure the safeguarding of ICH. The
appropriate steps were to identify the properties which should be registered as ICH, to set the
legislation and local and international assistance for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and
to promote education to tell the importance of ICH to the world’s people.
2013 Intangible cultural heritage for sustainable development: a virtual exhibition
This event was held to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Its aim was to explain the roles of ICH in
sustainable development through examples of 6 different parts of the world, which were Brazil,
Egypt, Estonia, Kenya, Samoa and Spain. This exhibition revealed that intangible cultural
heritage contributed the six following categories of life: to maintain good health, to strengthen
social cohesion, to contribute to food security, to resolve disputes, to sustain livelihoods and to
respect a sustainable environment. In addition, the example of Spain showed that the intangible
heritage includes important social institutions to manage scarce natural resources such as water,
and to mediate conflicts among neighbors.
The Resolution of General Assembly of the State Parties to the Convention Eight session on 810 September 2020
This Resolution mainly discussed the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on living heritage and
operational principles and modalities for safeguarding ICH in emergencies. The Resolution
contains the strategies to deal with the damage to ICH by armed conflicts, natural disasters,
COVID-19 pandemic and climate change, and the strategy to effectively help communities to
prepare for responding and recovering from emergencies. In the General Assembly, the delegates
also strongly reaffirmed the need for a global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the
Convention, which is related to the registration procedure, the criteria and its fundamental issues.
Records of the General Conference, 41st session, Paris, 9-24 November 2021, volume 1:
Resolutions
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The Member States of UNESCO invited UNESCO to bring resources such as technical support,
education systems and so on and the Organization’s networks to strengthen education for
sustainable development (ESD) about world heritage sites, ICH elements.

3.6.

Your Country

● CIA World Factbook - Country Profiles
● Countries & Regions, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
● Browse the Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Register of good safeguarding
practices

4.

Agenda & Committee Topics for Meeting 3
4.1.

Committee Aims

Meeting 3 topic is “Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage.” The following aspects of the topic
will be discussed
Committee A: Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Intangible Cultural Heritage from Underrepresented
Regions
Prepare for JUEMUN by getting ready to talk about the current situation related to your own
Committee’s topic, but also have a general understanding of the other three Committee’s topics,
and relevant information about your region of the world. Once you understand the situation and
position of your country, you will write a position paper. You will send your Position Papers as
a PDF file (maximum length - 2 A4 pages in Times Roman 12) to the JUEMUN 2022 email
address by June 11th. See the JUEMUN website for more detailed guides of the Position
Paper.
JUEMUN 2022 email address: juemun2022general@gmail.com
Only UN Security Council Resolutions are binding on Member States. Other Resolutions of UN
organizations are recommendations, not laws. Thus, your Committee has to accept the reality
18

that a Resolution that passes may not be fully implemented by the governments of some
Member States. Can you include incentives in your Resolution to encourage governments to
carry out your Resolutions?

4.2.

The Agenda related to Meeting 3

Intangible cultural heritage (ICH)
Intangible cultural heritage are the living expressions inherited from one generation and passed
down to the next within a community and includes oral traditions, performing arts, social
practices, rituals, festive events, as well as traditional knowledge and practices concerning nature
and the universe, as well as traditional craftsmanship. ICH does not only include inherited
traditions from our predecessors, but also how these knowledge and practices have evolved in
response to their current environment, allowing communities to have a sense of identity, and
continuity. In 2022, there are 629 Intangible Cultural Heritages in the world.
According to Article 13 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage, State Parties, which ratified the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, should make efforts to do the following 4 actions.
1. Adopt a general policy and plan programmes for promoting the intangible cultural
heritage in society
2. Designate or to establish one or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the
intangible cultural heritage present in its territory
3. Encourage the development of scientific, technical and artistic studies, and research
methodologies to protect the intangible cultural heritage especially intangible cultural
heritage in danger
4. Adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures aimed at these
three things:
a. strengthening of institutions for training in the management of the intangible
cultural heritage
b. ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage
c. establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural heritage
facilitating access to them.
Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
ICH are valuable sources of knowledge to protect the world’s cultures for future generations.
However, ICH receives damage from climate change, natural disasters, and human activities,
globalization, war, the development of technology and so on. Moreover, there are some regions
of the world that are suffering due to lack of resources and finances to maintain the quality of
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their ICH. What should Member States do to recover, keep and carry on ICH? What actions
should UNESCO take to improve these issues?
Useful Links
● Intangible Cultural Heritage - What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?
● Browse the Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Register of good safeguarding
practices
● Dive into intangible cultural heritage!
● Invitation to Dive into Intangible Cultural Heritage (YouTube video)
● Good Safeguarding Practices of Intangible Cultural Heritage
● the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

4.3.

Committee Suggestions for Meeting 3

Good advice for your Committee work is to find one or two aspects within your broad topic so
that you will focus on when you talk in discussions. Other delegates may be able to support you
and put your interests into your Working Paper. Then, listen carefully to other delegates and find
ways to support them.

4.4.

Committee A

Meeting 3: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee A: Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Definitions:
ICH are valuable assets that are passed on from generation to generation over a long period of
time and effort. By understanding the intangible cultural heritage of a community, it is possible
to feel one’s own identity as a member of the community. Understanding the ICH of other
communities can be an opportunity to deepen intercultural exchange and promote mutual
respect. That is the reason why it is essential to safeguard ICH. Safeguard is defined as
“measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the ICH, including the identification,
documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission,
particularly through formal and non-formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various
aspects of such heritage” according to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage (2003). Despite the efforts of communities, groups, individuals and States
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Parties, there are cases of intangible cultural heritage that are still in need of urgent protection,
and these are documented on the Urgent Safeguarding List.
Facts and Problems:
If ICH is not passed on to the next generation and disappears, the traditions that have been
inherited by the community over the years will cease to exist, and at the same time, the skills and
history that have been built up will be lost. However, due to various reasons, such as armed
conflicts, declining birth rate, and urbanization, it has become difficult to pass them on in some
cases, and many ICH are in danger of disappearing.
The following case study describes the impact of armed conflict on ICH in the Republic of
Mali. Since 2012, the northern and east-central regions of Mali have been occupied by armed
groups and extremists, and many practices recognized as ICH have been severely damaged
including rituals, traditional music, festivities and handicrafts. These have been banned or
restricted by the occupying forces. In the midst of this fear and uncertainty, the damage to
intangible cultural heritage has had a profound and very negative impact on the sense of identity
of communities throughout the country.
Another case study is Mongolian calligraphy. Mongolian calligraphy was added to the List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in 2013. Mongolian calligraphy is a
classical Mongolian handwriting technique used for letters, stamps and diplomatic documents.
Mongolian calligraphy is passed from master to students over five to eight years. However, the
number of young calligraphers is rapidly decreasing due to urbanization and declining birth
rates, making it difficult to carry on this tradition.
The Paach ceremony, an ICH of Guatemala, is also in danger of disappearing. The Paach
ceremony is a corn worship ceremony to give thanks for a good harvest. In the ceremony, people
dance to traditional music, pray, and eat a meal. However, in recent years, the number of
ceremonies held has been declining due to the lack of interest among young people who are
often in unstable economic conditions, and may also decline to participate in ceremonies for
religious reasons.
Actions that have been taken or being taken:
The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003) was adopted by
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) General
Conference in 2003 in order to protect ICH and to establish respect and understanding of its
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importance. This convention has been ratified by 180 Member States as of 2020, and aims to
implement measures to safeguard ICH at the national and international levels.
At the international level, the list of ICH has been created and shared, and States Parties of the
Convention gather once every two years in the General Assembly. At the national level, in order
to protect the ICH that exists in the territory of the country, States Parties have been advised to
create and update inventories of ICH and conduct activities to promote understanding of ICH
among people through events such as education.
In Mali, a project was implemented from 2013 to 2017 with the support of funds from the
Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to protect intangible cultural heritage threatened by conflict.
The project aimed to develop an inventory, build the capacity of relevant stakeholders, and raise
awareness of the importance of cultural heritage. The Cultural Heritage Agency in Mali has
created inventories of 211 intangible cultural heritages, trained 249 people in inventorying
methods, and succeeded in urgently safeguarding ICH.
As stated in The 2003 Convention, education plays an important role in safeguarding ICH, and
UNESCO and the European Union launched the project 2018 European Year of Cultural
Heritage with the aim of encouraging youth to explore ICH and actively participate in its
protection and transmission. In many European countries, children were given opportunities to
learn about ICH through various classes and extracurricular activities, and the European Young
Heritage Professionals Forum was held to provide a place for youth to discuss issues and
safeguard of intangible and tangible cultural heritage.

Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decisions:
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
The List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding is a list of ICH that is in
danger of extinction despite the best efforts of the Community and States Parties. The addition of
intangible cultural heritage to this list will facilitate international cooperation and support for
appropriate safeguarding measures.
Nomination files for inscription in 2021 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of
Urgent Safeguarding
The Nomination Files for inscription is a recommendation for possible inclusion on the Urgent
Safeguarding List for examination by the Committee in accordance with the procedures
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established in the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
2020 Resolution of the General Assembly: 8.GA 9
This is the resolution on Intangible cultural heritage in emergencies adopted at the 8th session of
the General Assembly in Paris in 2020.
Sources & Important Links:
● The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)
● World Heritage List
● What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?
● Publications of the Urgent Safeguarding List, Representative List and the Register of
Best Safeguarding Practices
● A new network of young cultural heritage professionals emerges from a UNESCO/EU
project
● Engaging Youth for an Inclusive and Sustainable Europe
● ICH FAQs by The International Training Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the
Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices of UNESCO (CRIHAP)
● Inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Mali with a view to its urgent safeguarding
● Inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in Côte d'Ivoire in view of its urgent
safeguarding
● Living heritage in emergencies
● Mongolian calligraphy
● Nomination files for inscription in 2021 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding
● Procedure of inscription of elements on the Lists and of selection of Good Safeguarding
Practices
● Publications of the Urgent Safeguarding List, Representative List and the Register of
Best Safeguarding Practices
● Resolution of the General Assembly: 8.GA 9
● The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)
● The States Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage (2003)
● Urgent Safeguarding List
● What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?
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4.5.

Committee B

Meeting 3: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Definitions:

For intangible cultural heritage to be registered as World Heritage, it must have authenticity and
integrity. Integrity requires that ICH has a sense of wholeness or completeness, and that it
possesses remarkable values or attributes, and a means to measure its perfection. ICH should be
passed down from the previous generation to the next generations as completely as possible. In
the process of transmission, integrity ensures the importance of the heritage’s great value.
Referring to the Criteria for Inscription on the Lists Established by the 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2005), ICH is not heritage that exists in the
space of a place, but heritage that exists over time. For ICH, which evolves and changes with the
passage of time, maintaining authenticity is essential to identify ICH as a reliable heritage.
According to the Nara Document on Authenticity (1994), Authenticity can be judged through
design, material, workmanship and setting, as well as the attributes of traditions, techniques,
language, spirit and feeling. People can understand that intangible cultural heritage value is
enormous since information and materials related to them are reliable. This does not mean that
intangible cultural heritage is not allowed to change over time in order to maintain its
authenticity. Rather, it is assumed that intangible cultural history will change with time but still
maintain its essence of truth, and there are ways for that truth to be recognized.
Therefore, this Committee deals with how to prevent authenticity and integrity from being lost
due to dangers such as people’s negative attitudes, weakened practice and transmission, cultural
globalization, new products and techniques, and loss of objects or systems.
Facts and Problems:

There are mainly three problems to maintain authenticity and integrity of ICH: globalization, a
lack of resources and of teachers to inherit and pass on ICH. Among them, globalization is the
most serious problem.
According to the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Article 2, intangible cultural heritage is community-based. However, as globalization progresses
around the world, young people's interest in local culture sometimes diminishes, thus threatening
the possibility that it may not live to be passed on to the next generation. The rise of the mass

24

media has also influenced this negative trend. Young people are becoming more interested in
outside culture that is prevalent worldwide (e.g. pop music from other countries) than culture that
they have inherited from their communities. This has had great impacts on transmission of
intangible cultural heritage. Transmitting their valuable ways to the next generation is important
to maintain the integrity of ICH.
One example of this problem is the Saman dance in Indonesia. This dance has been performed to
celebrate national and religious holidays. These days, however, the frequency of Saman dance
performances is decreasing. This is because young people have become interested in other
entertainment and modern games. As a result, the opportunities to inherit knowledge from elder
leaders are being lost, and putting Saman dance at risk of transmission.
Another threat is a lack of resources and of teachers to transmit ICH. Since the number of
people who have plenty of knowledge and skills which should be inherited to the next generation
have been decreasing, the opportunity of conveying their heritage is losing.
For instance, Bigwala music and dance of the Basoga tribe in Uganda. Bigwala is traditional
music performanced with various musical instruments, singers, and dancers, centering on five or
more gourd trumpets. One of the characteristic points of Bigwala’s songs is that their lyrics
describe the Basoga tribe’s history or their identities originated from their history. Therefore,
Bigwala contributes to strengthen Basoga people’s unity. It is typically performed during the
royal celebrations. Recently, however, they faced the issues of a lack of leaders as well as
tolerance problems toward their culture from the greater society. As of the present situation, there
are only four old leaders who have mastered the Bigwala’s skills of making, playing, and
dancing. To improve this situation, they have tried to find effective inherited ways, even though
being hindered with a lack of financial resources. For their valuable unique culture to remain, it
is required to develop human resources to acquire their ICH skills and pass them on.

Actions that have been taken or being taken:

UNESCO has the role of strengthening intangible cultural heritage by cataloging, facilitating,
communicating and protecting processes. Furthermore, to prevent losing authenticity and
integrity of ICH, it is also required to educate people to raise awareness and to build capacity for
ICH by both formal and informal programs in each state party, according to The Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)- article 14. When each State Party
implements both formal and informal community-based education, they can utilize modern
media as a tool to communicate intangible cultural heritage to others.

25

In the case of the Cossack songs of the Dnipropetrovsk Region from Ukraine, local communities
and non-governmental organizations made strategies to strengthen the succession of Cossack
songs to the next generation. The main performers of these songs are people in their 70s and 80s.
Thus, they have to pass on their songs to the next generation sooner rather than later. According
to the periodic reporting on Cossack songs of the Dnipropetrovsk Region in 2021, they educated
the next generation by involving the entire community through mass media. Modern equipment,
such as CDs and recording technology, were effective in bringing the attention of young people
influenced by modern culture back to appreciating intangible cultural heritage. As a result, there
has been an improvement in the demographic situation of Cossack song bearers.
Also, in Benin educational programs which ensure the transmission system of African intangible
cultural heritage are being conducted from 2021 to the end of 2022. To implement these
strengthened-educational programs, UNESCO has already made a teacher team which includes
the National Institute for Training and Research in Education (INFRE) and consists of experts of
various genres. By unifying the values of intangible cultural heritage among the Benin through
educational programs, the Benin government tries to raise their awareness of intangible cultural
heritage.
Creating standard guidelines is also an important action. According to the decision of
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage 20th
Session, article 13. COM 20, it is said that
2. Recognizing the importance for the indigenous peoples of the world to ensure the
sustainability, the learning, the use and the transmission of their language as a
fundamental vehicle of intangible cultural heritage,
In the case of the Subanen, who are an indigenous people in the Philippines, they made
self-documentation of their traditional botanical knowledge. They faced the threat that oral
inheritance is rarely passed down. The Subanen leaders asked for assistance from specialized
organizations for making their indigenous knowledge as remaining documents. As a result, these
documents are now utilized as reference material for those who want to learn the language and
culture of their ancestors.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decisions:
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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)
This is the treaty aimed at protecting ICH. According to this treaty, intangible cultural heritage is
divided into five types. This document also describes the obligations UNESCO and state parties
should work on to protect intangible cultural heritage. In addition, it mentioned the
intergovernmental committee which elected from among the Parties.
Nara Document on Authenticity (1994)
This document is about the definitions or main pillars of Authenticity of cultural heritage and
summarized of the Authenticity which provide the information to The Operational Guidelines
for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention about Authenticity.
Sources & Important Links:
● The Criteria for Inscription on the Lists Established be the 2003 Convention for the
● Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
● How important is education for transmission of intangible cultural heritage?
● Divide into Intangible Cultural Heritage
● Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
● Saman dance in Indonesia
● Cossack’s songs of Dnipropetrovsk Region in Ukraine
● Bigwala music and dance of Basoga tribe in Uganda
● Community based documentation contribute to the viability of intangible culture
● Benin educational program
● Website of UNESCO Resolution

4.6.

Committee C

Meeting 3: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate change
Definitions:
ICH is being affected by climate change in many ways. Since intangible cultural heritage is tied
to communities, it can be affected by the same hazards that affect humans in general, such as
rising sea levels, forest fires, volcanic eruptions, and earthquakes. There are two approaches to
dealing with climate change: mitigation and adaptation. Mitigation of climate change means
taking actions such as switching to cleaner energy sources to reduce greenhouse gasses as much
as possible. Translating this to intangible cultural heritage is to monitor and reduce the effects of
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climate change by making environmentally conscious choices at various levels, including
individuals, communities, and businesses. The approach of adaptation is to accept that climate
change is real and will continue to happen in the future and to live with and adjust to that
environment. Translating that to ICH, adaptation to climate change requires the development of
methodologies to preserve sites, buildings, settlements, landscapes, and especially living
traditions.
Facts and Problems:
The impacts of climate change on ICH are already widespread around the world, posing a
growing threat to the protection of ICH and community practices. On the other hand, culture is
also a widely untapped reservoir of power to provide responses and solutions to mitigate and
adapt to the effects of climate change. It enables the protection of ICH designated by UNESCO
and contributes to global climate change mitigation measures. In particular, living heritage in the
form of local and indigenous knowledge is a crucial source of resilience, providing adaptation
strategies such as through traditional food security mechanisms and water and land management
technologies.
In recent years, cyclones and hurricanes have attacked the *Caribbean and Pacific Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) and this extreme weather is threatening the traditional ways of life of
communities. Many of the world’s most cherished traditions and cultural practices have been
cultivated through the coexistence with the natural environment over centuries. Not only
knowledge and traditions of society, but ICH are now at risk.
A stable climate, sustainable management of natural resources, and the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity are essential for the protection of much ICH. And indigenous
peoples can play a central role in the conservation of their biodiversity. For example, the Kikuyu
women, an indigenous tribe in Kenya who have been recognized for their intangible cultural
heritage, have traditionally cultivated food and saved seeds in the same field. The Kikuyu
women grow food and save seeds in the same field in order to secure food in the face of disease
and unpredictable weather. Thus, ICH, like the practices of the Kikuyu, can contribute to
environmental sustainability and help others adapt to climate change by methods such as using
the soil to protect biodiversity and using natural resources in a sustainable manner.
*SIDS: SIDS stands for Small Island Developing States. There are different groups of 38 UN
member states and 20 Non-UN member/Associate Members of United Nations regional
commissions that face unique social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities.
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Actions that have been taken or being taken:
In March 2015, Cyclone Pam hit Vanuatu and damaged cultural heritage sites, known as
“Nakamal” which are traditional meeting places in Vanuatu for practicing ICH. In cooperation
with UNESCO's partners, the World Bank, and UN agencies, a government-led disaster survey
was conducted. Information on the damage and loss was collected and the cost of recovery and
reconstruction was calculated. UNESCO also conducted an inventory related to the ICH of the
Nakamal and supported capacity building for the reuse of indigenous buildings and traditional
building techniques.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decisions:
2012 Revision of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention
The Convention is the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
State Parties recognize that the protection of ICH is linked to environmental sustainability, and
that environmental sustainability requires the sustainable protection of biological diversity and
the sustainable use of natural resources, and cooperate to improve understanding and share
knowledge on climate change, natural disasters, the environment and the limits of natural
resources, and to enhance resilience of people in the face of climate change and natural disasters.
We can work together to improve understanding and share knowledge about climate change,
natural disasters, the environment, and the limits of natural resources, and to strengthen the
resilience of people in the face of climate change and natural disasters.
2012 Decision of the Intergovernmental Committee: 7.COM 10.5
This Decision is helpful to understand how to develop government policy since local
communities mitigate and adapt climate change while preserving their ICH. This project makes a
systematic and comprehensive national inventory of indigenous adaptation and mitigation
practices in Malawi’s most vulnerable communities, so as to provide information that will help
formulate evidence-based and culturally appropriate climate change policies.
2018 Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Intangible Cultural Heritage and Natural Disasters:
1.3
Standardized measures for determining the impact of disasters on ICH are essential for
post-disaster assessments. However proposed measures, such as the ICCROM/Prince Claus
Fund handbook First Aid to Cultural Heritage in Times of Crisis (2018), have yet to be
tested and widely adopted. Determining the impact of disasters on ICH provides a solid
foundation for developing ICH safeguarding strategies.
Sources & Important Links:
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● Resolution of the General Assembly: 8.GA 9 (2020)
● UNESCO Assessing damage to cultural resources following Tropical Cyclone Pam in
Vanuatu
● The Tracker by UNESCO
● Resolution of the General Assembly:6.GA
● The preservation and restoration of intangible cultural heritage of humanity
● IPCSD | Culture for Climate Action
● What’s the difference between climate change mitigation and adaptation ?
● Statements and Recommendations for Safeguarding ICH in DIsasters and Mobilising
ICH for Disaster Risk Reductions

4.7.

Committee D

Meeting 3: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Intangible Cultural Heritage from Underrepresented
Regions
Definitions:
When it comes to official recognition from UNESCO, Intangible Cultural Heritage from the
Global South (such as Latin America and Africa) are often not represented properly, with over
half of recognized ICH coming from Europe and North America. This disparity is an indication
of the larger problems faced by developing regions, who are often rendered “invisible” when it
comes to appreciation from the international community about their unique culture and
traditions. Although actions have been taken by UNESCO to address this issue, the success of
such measures has been put into question in recent times as the coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic complicates matters relating to the recognition of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
Facts and Problems:
Underrepresentation of intangible cultural heritage can be seen from the regions that are
acknowledged by the UNESCO World Heritage List. Currently, regional representation of World
Heritage Properties looks like this:
Regions

Cultural World
Heritage Properties

%

Latin America and the
Caribbean

100

11.15%
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Europe and North
America

468

52.17%

Asia and the Pacific

195

21.74%

Arab States

80

8.92%

Africa

54

6.02%

As seen above, representation from underrepresented regions such as Africa and the Arab States
are very limited, with most of the recognized World Heritage Properties coming from the Europe
and North America region. For clarity, UNESCO divides its 193 Member States into five
regional groups: Africa; Arab States; Asia and the Pacific; Europe and North America; and Latin
America and the Caribbean. Although Europe and North America may be quite distinct from
each other, along with Latin America and the Caribbean, they are classified into the same
regional group by UNESCO to ensure more equitable representation in membership quotas.
Actions that have been taken or being taken:
Every year, UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage meets to evaluate ICH nominations. This allows countries to nominate
intangible cultural heritage that they feel should be recognized by UNESCO. Furthermore,
UNESCO has also worked together with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to support
intangible cultural heritage, with the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee being a permanent
body that can foster stronger cooperation between UNESCO and NGOs. Furthermore, UNESCO
meets with its NGO partners once every two years through the International Conference of
Non-Governmental Organizations (ICNGO) to discuss relevant issues.
UNESCO Selection Process
In order for something to be officially recognized as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by
UNESCO, the 5 criteria of Inscription on the Representative List have to be met. There are 4
elements that ICH has to have: traditional and contemporary, inclusive, representative and
community-based:
1. Traditional and Contemporary: ICH is not only traditional practices inherited from the
past but also contemporary practices in which diverse cultural groups take part.
2. Inclusive: ICH should be passed from one generation to another with adapting each age,
environment and region. In addition, ICH should raise awareness of identity and
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responsibility which helps individuals to feel part of one or different communities or
society, and ICH should contribute to social cohesion.
3. Representative: ICH does not compare its value with other intangible heritages. ICH
thrives on its knowledge of traditions, skills and customs through taking root in its
community and passing to next generations or to other communities.
4. Community-based: ICH can only be heritage when it is recognized as such by the
communities, groups or individuals that create, maintain and transmit it.
There are mainly 2 nomination processes to be registered as ICH. First is to create a tentative list
by each State Party. When a community in a State Party would like to continue to protect its
practice, which has these 4 elements, and it has already taken safeguarding measures, its practice
can be put on a tentative list. Each State Party can create a nomination file collecting its tentative
list for the potential world heritage.
Once the file is submitted, the Advisory Bodies must approve it, before being sent to the World
Heritage Committee. The World Heritage Committee, which convenes once a year, makes the
final determination on which nomination fulfills the 5 criteria. Once accepted for inscription into
the World Heritage List, the country that represents the newly selected World Heritage must
commit itself to the maintenance and protection of the World Heritage, with a requirement of an
assessment after every six years.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decision:
Proclamations of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity
Several embodiments of intangible heritage from around the world have been given the
designation of “Masterpieces” to acknowledge the importance of the non-material aspect of
culture and to imply states' determination to foster and safeguard the Masterpieces. Intangible
heritage is recognized as a storehouse of ethnic diversity and artistic expression, as well as a
guiding force for living cultures. UNESCO urges societies to recognize, record, preserve, foster,
and revitalize these forms of heritage because they can be vulnerable to factors like
globalization, social change, and bigotry.
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Through this convention, State Parties are required to "take appropriate steps to ensure the
safeguarding of ICH at the national level." These initiatives include identifying the country's
intangible cultural heritage, enacting relevant legislation, and promoting education, among
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others. This Convention encourages mutual collaboration at the international level, including
"the sharing of knowledge and expertise, cooperative projects, and the development of a system
of assistance" to other State Parties.
UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
UNESCO created its Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage with the aim of ensuring greater
preservation and recognition of significant ICH around the world. The Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, whose representatives are
chosen by State Parties meeting in a General Assembly, publishes this list. The initiative aims to
raise awareness about the value of safeguarding intangible heritage, which UNESCO has
recognized as an important component and a repository of cultural diversity and artistic
expression, by compiling a collection of different oral and intangible treasures from around the
world.
Sources & Important Links:
● Explanation of Intangible Cultural Heritage
● List of Intangible Cultural Heritage Recognized by UNESCO
● Proclamations of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity
● Text of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
● An Article on Underrepresentation in the UNESCO World Heritage List
● A Statement from the Head of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre to Increase
Representation of Africa in the World Heritage List
● Category 2 centres under the auspices of UNESCO
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● The States Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage (2003)
● ICH, UNESCO threats
● Tais from Timor-Leste is on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of
Urgent Safeguarding
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