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Dear Delegates,
Welcome to the 2022 Japan University English Model United Nations (JUEMUN). We are
pleased to welcome you to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). This year’s Secretary Generals are Maya Fujii and Miho Kaizaki. Maya is a
graduate student and Miho is a fourth-year student at Notre Dame Seishin University. Both major
in International Communication. We wish you all the best in your preparation and look forward
to seeing you at the conference! The topics under discussion for the UNESCO are:
Meeting 1: Securing Natural World Heritage Sites
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Natural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Integrity of Natural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Natural World Heritage Sites from Underrepresented
Regions
Meeting 2: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Cultural World Heritage Sites from Underrepresented
Regions
Meeting 3: Securing Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee A: Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Intangible Cultural Heritage from Underrepresented
Regions
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1.

The Guiding Structure for our JUEMUN 2022 Meetings
1.1.

The Global Citizenship Generation and how JUEMUN connects with
your university studies and your future

The greatest challenge that JUEMUN delegates face is to consider solutions from not only their
own perspectives, but also their delegations’ perspectives. Since you are roleplaying as a
delegate, you should take on the role of your country's representative.
There are several ways in which you can utilize your experience of JUEMUN 2022:
● Use your JUEMUN 2022 research to make your academic life more fruitful. In your
university courses, if you have to make speeches and other types of presentations, write
essays, or do short research reports, use the content of your JUEMUN 2022 research or
the skills you learned whenever possible.
● Attend any JUEMUN 2022-related special guest lectures, film showings, and photo
exhibitions on your campus, or elsewhere in your community.
● Refer to JUEMUN experiences in essays and interviews for scholarships, study abroad
applications, and in the job-search process. The JUEMUN work you do might be the
beginning of your graduation thesis. Some undergraduate JUEMUN delegates have found
their research helped them prepare for successful graduate school applications in fields
such as Development Studies. Other delegates have been inspired by JUEMUN
experiences to seek jobs in International NGOs and UN organizations.

1.2.

JUEMUN 2022 UN Body: UNESCO

JUEMUN 2022 will simulate meetings of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Previously JUEMUN has simulated the General Assembly,
SOCHUM, the Security Council, FAO and ECOSOC. We are going to follow familiar
JUEMUN systems and procedures which have been developed year by year since 2010, look to
UNESCO's vision for partnership, base a substantial part of our research on UNESCO’s work,
as well as represent the UNESCO Member States.
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1.3.

JUEMUN Theme: Securing World Heritage for Future Generations

Securing World Heritage for future generations refers to maintaining the quality of World
Heritage assets for all people, including those who will be born in the future. Our ancestors
created, maintained and passed on these World Heritage assets to us. We need to preserve not
only their inherent quality but also their value for future generations. The section, entitled “The
SDGs and World Heritage,” will show the connections between World Heritage and the
Sustainable Development Goals.

1.4.

Meeting 2 Agenda Theme & Committees

Agenda: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Cultural World Heritage Sites from
Underrepresented Regions

1.5.

Why is the JUEMUN 2022 theme – Securing World Heritage for
Future Generations?

It is the fiftieth anniversary of the World Heritage Convention in 2022. The purpose of the
convention is to protect the landmarks which represent the most exceptional expressions of our
humanity and treasures of our world. Specifically, UNESCO safeguards World Heritage which
have either cultural, historical, scientific or other forms of universal significance. When an asset
of World Heritage contains cultural/historical value, it is called Cultural World Heritage, whereas
if it has the natural value, it is called Natural World Heritage. If it includes both natural and
cultural value, it is called the mixed World Heritage. In 1972, the World Heritage convention was
adopted, and in 1975, with over 20 ratifications, the convention came into force. There are 194
states parties that have ratified the convention as of 2021. We not only have the convention for
physical World Heritage sites, but also have a convention for an Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH). In 2003, the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage was adopted. This convention is for the value of ICH to be passed to the future
generations. ICH includes: Traditional festivals, skills or music or crafts, among other things. It
is obvious that we should discuss the topic of the World Heritage sites and ICH because of the
current situation, new conflicts happening everyday, climate change and globalization.
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Firstly, due to wars happening everyday, World Heritage sites are becoming endangered, and
losing their Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). In 2013, the city of Aleppo, which is a mixed
World Heritage site in Syria, was added to the List of World Heritage in danger. The biggest
cause for that is the civil war happening in Syria. These landmarks are damaged by conflict. This
is one example, but there are several nations which are attempting to protect World Heritage
from conflict.
Secondly, climate change damages World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage. In 2016,
because the sea level has been rising, UNESCO reported that the Statue of Liberty was
threatened by climate change. Members of the United Nations have suggested several actions in
order to minimize the effects of climate change and one of them is to make sure global warming
stays well below 2 degrees Celsius, and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature rise up to 1.5
degrees Celsius. It is clearly necessary to talk about how we can minimize the damage and cope
with the issues which relate to climate change.
Last, globalization can have a negative impact on the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).
Globalization, which is seen by many as having a positive impact on the world, can actually be a
threat to World Heritage and ICH in particular, as it can lead to cultural heritage losing its
uniqueness and loss of transmission to the next generation. ICH includes traditional festivals,
skills or music or crafts, and among other things. One example of ICH is Tais, traditional textiles
made on handlooms from Timor-Leste. The traditional cloth is used when people welcome
babies as well as for festivals or traditional events. In 2021, Tais was put on the UNESCO List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Due to globalization and
modernization, Tais is threatened. Since we are now able to transport materials from nation to
nation easily, Tais are losing their popularity to the global fashion industry. People of
Timor-Leste are choosing to wear more casual and cheaper clothes. A side effect is that
traditional producers of Tais make less income. Thus, due to the effects of globalization, the
future of the Tais tradition is in danger due to globalization. This is all the more unfortunate as
the slow, hand woven process of making Tais is a more environmentally friendly way of
producing clothing.
For these reasons, we have set the topic of securing Natural World Heritage, Cultural World
Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage. All four committees will give you the opportunity to
tackle a variety of issues from different perspectives.
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1.6.

JUEMUN 2022 – UNESCO Member States

Africa

Asia

Europe and
Others

Latin America
and Caribbean

A

Ethiopia
Niger
Senegal
Botswana

Syria
Thailand
Mongolia
Vanuatu

France
Ukraine
Azerbaijan
Finland

Mexico
Venezuela
Panama
Peru

B

Morocco
Sudan
Benin
Madagascar

Iran
Japan
Viet Nam
Myanmar

Germany
Switzerland
Italy
New Zealand

Brazil
Bolivia
Colombia
Cuba

C

Egypt
Congo
Zimbabwe
Tunisia

India
Republic
of Korea
Indonesia
Kazakhstan

Spain
Slovenia
Iceland
Russia

Argentina
Costa Rica
Ecuador
Antigua
Barbuda

D

Namibia
Uganda
Côte d'Ivoire
Mauritania

Kyrgyzstan
Philippines
Sri Lanka
Cambodia

Austria
Denmark
Estonia
Romania

Chile
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica

1.7.

Number of Delegates

We hold 3 Meeting Rooms of approximately 50 delegates which consist of 4 Committees and 4
Regional Blocs.

1.8.

Tasks of the Committees and the Regional Blocs

In the Formal Sessions of the Meeting Room, the Chairs and Assistant Chairs will give
instructions and guidance. During the formal session, delegates give one-minute speeches and
vote on either procedural actions, such as motions, or substantive votes, such as on the Draft
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Resolutions. The proposals for actions such as suspending the formal session for a set amount of
time are called “motions.” For example, if the motion “to suspend the (formal) meeting for 60
minutes to go into informal consultation in committees” passed by a vote with majority in favor,
delegates will go discuss in committees.
In the Informal Consultations in Regional Blocs, representatives from each committee will
discuss all four committee topics. In the Informal Consultations in Committees, delegates from
all regional blocks should cooperate to put ideas into one document called a Working Paper
(WP). Delegates have two deadlines for the WP, and after the second submission, and if the
Bureau approves it as a formal document, it will be called a “Draft Resolution (DR).” When the
DR is voted upon to be accepted by a majority of delegates in favor, it becomes a Resolution.
The WP has two parts and which are:
1. A section where you describe the facts and problems (preambles)
2. A section where you put your action plan ideas (operative clauses)
The main task for the JUEMUN conference is to negotiate and create your resolutions with your
fellow delegates, so please DO NOT come to the conference with your preambles and operative
clauses already prepared.
Once the DRs have been approved by the Bureau, you will be responsible for making
suggestions on the DRs which are called the “Amendments” in your Regional Blocs.
The process of creating the DRs will be explained in detail in the JUEMUN Handbook and
Bureau members will also support you during the conference. We will have a Q&A session
before the conference and will notify delegates of the date later.
【Basic Rules for the Informal Consultations】
● Use English only.
● Place a priority on good communication.
● Include everyone in a discussion. Be a good listener.
● Do not allow a few people to dominate in speaking roles.
● Make sure everyone understands what is going on.
● Search for innovative ideas.
● Write a WP with plans that can actually be implemented. Make detailed action plans.
Explain who will do what by when, and how to do it.
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2.

Your Research: Sharing Responsibility for JUEMUN Success
2.1.

Background Information

There are six main United Nations Organs: the General Assembly (GA), the Security Council,
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Secretariat, the International Justice of Court, and
the Trusteeship Council. UNESCO is a form of organization where people focus particularly on
the Educational, Cultural and Scientific areas of ECOSOC. In the United Nations Charter, there
are not only several basic rules for each principal organization, but also unique international rules
between Member States. The mandate of ECOSOC which forms the UNESCO is in Chapter X
which highlights its functions and power.
Researching your Meeting agenda and Committee topics is extremely important. Although we
will not provide you with an individual research guide, we will propose six key areas of
background research for you to research in preparation for the conference.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
ECOSOC
UNESCO and its General Conference
World Heritage Centre
UN Resolutions and actions related to Securing World Heritage for Future
Generations
6. Your country
You do not have to follow these steps, but for first timers, we would like to encourage you to
start with Step 1 and moving through each one to gain some basic knowledge of the important
organizations and previous work that has been completed on this topic. Afterwards, you can
focus on the more specific committee topics from your country's perspective.

2.2.

Preparation Guidelines

Here is a self checklist that you can use to monitor your progress:
I have thoroughly researched my Member State (MS) and can answer most of the
questions relating to my delegation. For instance;
I know what sort of government my country has.
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I know what regional organization(s) my country belongs to.
I know when my MS became a member of the UN. etc…
I am familiar with the theme of the JUEMUN conference and the Sustainable
Development Goals associated with it.
I have researched not only in one language but also in other languages. (If you are able to
use two or more languages, please use your language ability to research your room
topics.)
I have used governmental, intergovernmental, non-governmental organizations and news
media for research.
I am knowledgeable of ALL the committee topics being discussed in my Meeting Room.
I have read the Background Guide -- particularly the section that includes past key
resolutions and agreements related to my topics.
I have read about UNESCO and the World Heritage Centre (WHC)
I am ready to roleplay my delegation.
I understand that there are a variety of perspectives and although my own
personal values and opinions are different from my delegation, I respect my
country’s opinions and views and will state them during the JUEMUN
conference.
Despite the fact that the goals for my delegation and Non-Government
Organizations (NGOs) in my country may be different, I understand in detail my
Member State’s position and will do my best to promote it.
I understand what I need to know and what I do not need to know. (Do not let your
research overwhelm you.)
I have had enough sleep.

3.

Sources of Information for 6 Research Fields

We propose some sources of information here, but if you find others, please share them with
your fellow Meeting Room delegates. Empower each other by creating a Meeting Room
Research Database.

3.1.

The SDGs related to Secure World Heritage for Future Generations

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by all United Nations Member
States in 2015 to provide peace and prosperity for people and the planet now and into the future.
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JUEMUN 2022 deals with a variety of targets for the Sustainable Development Goals. Thus, it is
advisable that delegates have an overview of the SDGs, so you can get a sense of how the goals
fit together and how all 17 SDGs give us a vision of a better world. The United Nations
University in Tokyo also has very good information on the SDGs.
The JUEMUN 2022 theme “Securing World Heritage for Future Generations” is related to 5
SDGs and 17 targets.
SDG4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all
● Target 4: By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have
relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and
entrepreneurship
● Target 7: By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality,
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of
cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development
● Target a: Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender
sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for
all
● Target c: By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including
through international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially
least developed countries and small island developing States
SDG11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
● Target 4: Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural
heritage
SDG13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
● Target 1: Strengthen the resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and
natural disasters in all countries
● Target 2: Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning
● Target 3: Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on
climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning
● Target b: Promote mechanisms for raising the capacity for effective climate
change-related planning and management in the least developed countries and small
12

island developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized
communities. Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change is the primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the
global response to climate change.
SDG14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
● Target 1: By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in
particular from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution
● Target 3: Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through
enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels
SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss
● Target 3: By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land
affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land
degradation-neutral world
● Target 4: By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their
biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for
sustainable development
● Target 7: Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora
and fauna and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products
● Target a: Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems
● Target b: Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance
sustainable forest management and provide adequate incentives to developing countries
to advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation
● Target c: Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of
protected species, including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue
sustainable livelihood opportunities
Some members of the family of UN organizations have useful information about the importance
of this topic. For example:
World Heritage Centre & Sustainable Development - In 2015, the 20th General Assembly of the
States Parties to the World Heritage Convention adopted a Policy including sustainable
13

development perspective into the processes of the World Heritage Convention. This policy
protects the Outstanding Universal Value of World Heritage properties and maintains them in a
sustainable developing way.
The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) - The UIS is the official source of
internationally-comparable data on education, science, culture and communication. The UIS
provides free access to data, such as how much money each UNESCO country has spent on
cultural and Natural World Heritage, for all UNESCO countries and regional groups from 1970
to the most recent year available.

3.2.

ECOSOC

The Economic and Social Council was established in 1945 as one of the six main organs of the
United Nations. ECOSOC is a United Nations body that specializes in promoting sustainable
economic, social, and environmental development. In addition, ECOSOC connects UN entities
such as regional economic and social commissions facilitating intergovernmental discussions of
major global issues and specialized agencies, including UNESCO. ECOSOC annually holds the
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). In this forum, members
evaluate the progress made towards achieving the SDGs, including SDG 4, 11, 13, 14 and 15.
Based on the Ministerial Declaration of this forum, other UN entities also improve and
implement programs related to that theme.
The theme of HLPF in 2021 was “Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development: building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in
the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development". The forum noted
that human activities caused the interlinked crises of climate change, biodiversity loss,
deforestation, land use changes and unsustainable agricultural practices. In addition, it was
emphasized that the investment in green technology and nature based solutions such as
sustainable agricultural systems were insufficient. Thus, the Ministerial Declaration suggested
that each government should raise a budget about climate finance and promote the shift to
sustainable production practices in regional, local and community actors and involving women
and youth, older people, people living with disabilities, smallholder farmers and traditionally
marginalized groups.
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3.3.

UNESCO and General Conference

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is the
specialized agency of the United Nations to build peace through international cooperation in
education, sciences and culture. A United Nations Conference for the establishment of an
educational and cultural organization, which was originally UNESCO, was held in London in
November 1945. The aim of this conference was to establish the “intellectual and moral
solidarity of mankind” and to prevent the outbreak of another world war.
UNESCO holds a General Conference once a year to establish policies, set programmes and the
budget. JUEMUN 2022 sets the General Conference of UNESCO as the simulated United
Nations body. In this conference, Member States of UNESCO can invite the World Heritage
Centre, Member States and UNESCO to take actions to protect cultural and natural heritage.
Member States of UNESCO refer to the countries which can discuss agendas in the General
Conferences of UNESCO.
One of UNESCO's tasks is to identify, protect and preserve cultural and natural heritage around
the world with outstanding value to humanity. UNESCO has mainly 8 Missions for World
Heritage.
1. to encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to protect their natural
and cultural heritage
2. to encourage Member States to the World Heritage Convention to nominate sites within
their national territory for the World Heritage List
3. to encourage States Parties, which are the Member States that ratified the World Heritage
Convention, to establish management plans and to set up the systems to report and
monitor how to conserve their World Heritage sites
4. to help States Parties to protect World Heritage properties by providing technical
assistance and professional training
5. to provide emergency assistance for the endangered cultural and natural heritage.
6. to support the awareness-raising activities of State Parties in order to protect the World
Heritage.
7. to encourage participation of the local population in order to preserve their cultural and
natural heritage
8. to encourage international cooperation to conserve cultural and natural heritage
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Through these eight missions, UNESCO works to find properties with outstanding universal
value all over the world and protect cultural and natural heritage by providing technical
assistance, professional training and monitoring systems and by promoting the local people and
international cooperation.

3.4.

World Heritage Centre

The World Heritage Centre is an organization under UNESCO. It was established in 1992 in
order to deal with all kinds of issues and assistance related to World Heritage. This Centre
manages the World Heritage Convention by reviewing site nominations, reporting and
monitoring World Heritage, organizing local and international assistance, technical seminars and
workshops, updating the World Heritage List, maintaining databases and teaching materials to
educate the need for heritage preservation and running the World Heritage Fund. The World
Heritage Fund was established in 1977 under Article 15 of the World Heritage Convention. The
fund assists State Parties to protect the World Cultural and Natural Heritage in terms of financial
support.
In addition, the World Heritage Centre holds the annual sessions of the General Assembly with
the World Heritage Committee Members. At the General Assembly, Committee Members and
the Bureau provide advice to Member States about the preparation for site nominations, organize
international assistance from the World Heritage Fund upon request, and coordinate both the
reporting on the condition of sites and the emergency actions for the World Heritage which are
threatened.
The World Heritage Committee consists of representatives from 21 of the Member States to the
Convention elected by the General Assembly every year. There are mainly four duties of this
Committee. The first is to implement the World Heritage Convention. The second is to define the
use of the World Heritage Fund and to distribute financial assistance upon requests from Member
States. The third is to make a final decision on whether a property is inscribed on the World
Heritage List and the List of World Heritage in Danger. The fourth is to examine monitoring
reports on the conservation of natural and cultural World Heritage and to ask Member States to
take action when these World Heritage sites are not being properly managed.

16

3.5.

UN Resolutions and Actions Related to Securing World Heritage for
Future Generations

1972 Convention Concerning The Protection of The World Cultural And Natural Heritage
This convention confirms the concepts of nature conservation and the preservation of cultural
properties, and it has been ratified by 193 countries, which are called State Parties. The aim of
this convention is to clarify the duties of State Parties, to identify potential cultural and natural
World Heritage sites and the roles in protecting and preserving them. In addition, it has been 50
years since the World Heritage Convention was adopted, so UNESCO will launch a year-long
programme, which is “The Next 50: World Heritage as a source of resilience, humanity and
innovation.” The aim of this programme is to consider the role of the World Heritage and
non-listed heritage in facing global challenges such as climate change, the damage by human
activities and the COVID-19 pandemic.
● World Heritage explained - animated short about the UNESCO World Heritage
Convention (YouTube video)
2002 Budapest Declaration On World Heritage and 2007 The “fifth C” for “Communities”
These two decisions clarified how to conserve World Heritage at the World Heritage Convention.
These conventions added five strategic objectives (the five C's), which are Credibility,
Conservation, Capacity-building, Communication and Communities.
● Credibility means to properly evaluate the reason to prove Outstanding Universal Value
of cultural and natural properties and to keep the nominating balance of World Heritage
in terms of geographical, cultural and natural categories. For example, the World Heritage
Committee set the Global Strategy. Its aim is to reflect the world cultural and natural
diversity of outstanding universal value to the World Heritage List.
● Conservation is to ensure the identification, protection, presentation and transmission of
heritage. Conservation of natural heritage refers to the protection, care, management and
maintenance of ecosystems, habitats, wildlife species and populations, within or outside
of their natural environments in order to safeguard the natural conditions for their
long-term permanence. Conservation of cultural heritage is to understand a property, to
know its history and meaning, to ensure its material safeguard, and, if necessary, its
restoration and enhancement.
● Capacity-building strengthens the knowledge, abilities, skills and behavior of the people
with direct responsibilities and to improve the structures and processes for heritage
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protection and management by constructing a strong network of cultural and natural
heritage professionals.
● Communication means to raise people's awareness to cultural and natural heritage, to
appreciate the need of preserving cultural and natural heritage and to ensure that future
generations understand the values of cultural and natural heritage through actions such as
promoting World Heritage education all over the world.
● Communities are to encourage the local people, indigenous people and youth to
participate in the preservation of their cultural and natural heritage while protecting their
human rights.
2012 Report of the World Heritage Centre on its activities and the implementation of the World
Heritage Committee’s Decisions
This document reported on the activities undertaken by the World Heritage Centre in pursuit of
the five C's from June 2011 to May 2012. The basis of this activity is the 35th session Decisions
and Strategic Objectives of the World Heritage Committee (Paris, 2011). In terms of
conservation, the World Heritage Centre addressed the management issues in river related sites
and in the cultural landscape of agriculture. About capacity- building, some regional blocs held
training sessions such as the World Heritage Volunteer Regional Training Seminar, and some
Member States provided technical assistance to the National Heritage Institute of under
representative regions. This report also included the activities to pursue the Five C's in each
regional bloc, so it will be helpful to understand what strategy about the five C's each regional
bloc has.
Records of the General Conference, 41st session, Paris, 9-24 November 2021, volume 1:
Resolutions
The Member States of UNESCO invited UNESCO to bring resources such as technical support,
education systems and so on and the Organization’s networks to strengthen education for
sustainable development (ESD) on World Heritage sites and intangible cultural heritage. In
addition, State Parties recalled the need to assess the connection between climate change impact
and the loss of biodiversity of many World Heritage sites.
2021 Decisions adopted at the 44th extended session of the World Heritage Committee
In this Resolution, it was decided to improve the use of digital technologies, training modules for
youth and so on within the process of identification, protection, conservation, presentation and
transmission to future generations of natural World Heritage sites. In addition, the strategy to
cope with the COVID-19 pandemic was discussed in this committee.
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3.6.

Your country

These websites are helpful in order to collect basic information about your country.
● CIA World Factbook - Country Profiles
● Countries & Regions, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
● UNESCO World Heritage List displayed by country

4.

Agenda & Committee Topics for Meeting 2
4.1.

Committee Aims

Meeting 2 topic is “Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites.” The following aspects of the topic
will be discussed:
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Cultural World Heritage Sites from
Underrepresented Regions
Prepare for JUEMUN by getting ready to talk about the current situation related to your own
Committee’s topic, but also have a general understanding of the three other Committee topics,
and relevant information about your region of the world. Once you understand the situation and
position of your country, you will write a position paper. You will send your Position Papers as
a PDF file (maximum length - 2 A4 pages in Times Roman 12) to the JUEMUN 2022 email
address by June 11th. See the JUEMUN website for more detailed guides of the Position
Paper.
JUEMUN 2022 email address: juemun2022general@gmail.com
Only UN Security Council Resolutions are binding on Member States. Other Resolutions of UN
organizations are recommendations, not laws. Thus, your Committee has to accept the reality
that a Resolution that passes may not be fully implemented by the governments of some Member
States. Can you include incentives in your Resolution to encourage governments to carry out
your Resolutions?
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4.2.

The Agenda related to Meeting 2

Cultural World Heritage sites
According to the World Heritage Convention and the Operational Guidelines for the
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, cultural World Heritage sites are works of
humans or the combined works of nature and humans, and areas including archeological sites
which are of outstanding universal value (OUV) from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or
anthropological point of view. In addition to this condition, cultural World Heritage sites have to
have at least one of the 6 criteria.
1. to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius
2. to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a
cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental
arts, town-planning or landscape design
3. to bear a unique or at least exceptional evidence to a cultural tradition or to a civilization
which is living or which has disappeared
4. to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological
ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history
5. to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use
which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the
environment especially when it has become harmed under the impact of irreversible
change
6. to be directly or clearly connected with events, living traditions, ideas, beliefs or artistic
and literary works of outstanding universal significance.
There are 897 cultural sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, including 39 mixed
cultural and natural World Heritage sites which are appreciated for both their cultural and natural
significance.
Securing cultural World Heritage Sites
Cultural World Heritage sites are valuable to people all over the world, thus they have to
continue to be protected for future generations. However, cultural World Heritage sites receive
damage from climate change, natural disasters, human activities and so on. Moreover, there are
some regional blocs which include the Member States that are suffering from a lack of
nominations to the World Heritage List due to lack of knowledge and finance to maintain the
quality of World Heritage sites. What should Member States do to recover, keep and carry on the

20

quality of World Heritage sites from these damages? What does UNESCO take to improve these
issues, especially in terms of the above-mentioned five C’s?
Useful Links
● Managing Cultural World Heritage
● The Criteria for Selection

4.3.

Committee A

Meeting 2: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee A: Protecting Endangered Cultural World Heritage Sites
Definitions:
Due to many kinds of causes, such as damage by deterioration, wars, or climate change, World
Heritage sites, including cultural Heritage Sites are on the List of World Heritage in Danger. To
protect those sites that are currently in danger, each State Party needs to make an effort to protect
the 36 endangered cultural World Heritage sites with the support from World Heritage
Emergency Fund and fund projects under International assistance. And the system for registering
the endangered list is following Article 11.4 of the World Heritage Convention, by the World
Heritage Committee, which says that the Committee shall establish and keep updating and
publishing the list, and in case of urgent need make a new entry at any time in the list. The word
“endangered” means that the cultural sites are threatened by serious and specific dangers now,
and which need to be protected as soon as possible, confirmed as faced with specific and proven
imminent danger, or faced with threats which could have bad effects on its inherent
characteristics. Those on the List of World Heritage in Danger are decided based on specific and
proven imminent threats, or potential, when a site is faced with threats which could have
negative effects on its world heritage values.
Facts and Problems:
By registering a site on the List of World Heritage in Danger, the World Heritage Committee can
implement immediate assistance from the World Heritage Emergency Fund to the endangered
property to protect sites in danger and assistance for registering sites in developing states.
Referring to UNESCO, here are 4 main reasons that cultural sites will be considered endangered;
damage by people, deterioration, wars, and climate change.
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Damages by people; The keyword for the damage by people to cultural World Heritage sites is
overtourism. When people visit World Heritage sites, tourists can damage the sites through
pollution or other causes. For example, there is a cultural World Heritage site, Machu Picchu in
Peru, which is a 15th-century Inca citadel. UNESCO emphasized that the increasing number of
visitors to this site needs to be matched by an appropriate amount of management regulating
tourist access, diversifying the solutions and increasing efforts to understand and minimize the
impacts of tourism as you can see from the sustainable tourism programme for sustainable
development through appropriate tourism management set by UNESCO.
Damages by deterioration; According to the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS), a professional association that works for the conservation and protection of cultural
Heritage sites all over the world, the causes of building deterioration are gradual changes
because of geological, climatic or other environmental factors, which are thought of as potential
dangers that can be classified under the criteria between ascertained and potential dangers set in
the 1972 World Heritage Convention. One of the examples is the Chan Chan Archaeological
Zone in Peru, which was registered in the list of World Heritage sites in danger in 1986 because
of the unstable state of the earthen architecture and its fragility by the El Nino phenomenon.
Since the registration to the list in danger, various implementations have been taken such as the
maintenance of drains that control the water table level, stabilization of perimeter walls of
palaces and funerary platforms, control of vegetation, maintenance of public use areas and so on.
Damages by wars; On October 26th in 2016, Karima Bennoune, who is the UN Special
Rapporteur on cultural rights, warned that when cultural heritage sites are under attack, the
people and their fundamental human rights are also under attack. Thus, she indicated that it is
important to step up international actions against the destruction of heritage sites such as
monuments, historic sites, and sacred places by conflict. In addition, in 2017, the Security
Council adopted Resolution 2347. The council emphasized that Member States have a
responsibility to protect the cultural heritage sites in danger by proper management. Also, the
council took note of the UNESCO Heritage Emergency Fund (HEF) and the international fund to
protect endangered cultural heritage sites in armed conflicts, and the Council encouraged
developing Member States to provide funds to support preventive and emergency operations. For
example, Bamiyan Valley in Afghanistan, which was damaged by Taliban, an Islamic political
and military organization, got support from this fund under the system of emergency assistance.
Damages caused by climate change; Climate change is one of the most pressing issues when it
comes to protecting Cultural World Heritage sites in danger. On May 26th in 2016, United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UNESCO, and the Union of Concerned Scientists
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(UCS) prepared the World Heritage and Tourism in a Changing Climate report which includes a
complete list of World Heritage sites that are at risk recommends the need to engage the tourism
sector in efforts to manage and protect the vulnerable sites towards climate change, and to
educate the visitors about climate threats. For example, there is Venice and its Lagoon in Italy,
which is threatened by rising sea levels now. Today, Venice is in the face of rapid tourism growth
since it is one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world and struggling to maintain
both the original material of its buildings and the character of the city.
Actions that have been taken or being taken:
There is a cultural World Heritage site, Angkor which is located amid forests in Cambodia, that
was removed from UNESCO’s List of World Heritage in danger in 2004, due to the illegal
excavation, pillaging, and landmines which were the main threats. The Committee noted that
protection coordinated by UNESCO since 1993 can be considered as a successful story. In 1993,
UNESCO started a plan to protect and develop the site by cooperating with the World Heritage
Center.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decision:
2017 Security Council Resolution 2347
This resolution emphasizes the fact of having damages to cultural World Heritage sites due to
wars as well as the importance of defending human lives, and declares the importance of
protecting those sites by State Parties. It also suggests State Parties that have not yet ratified the
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 14 May
1954 and its Protocols, as well as other relevant international conventions.
1954 Hague Convention
This convention is for the protection of cultural Heritage sites because of World War II. In
response to this war, this is the first international treaty world-wide, so this is deeply related to
the “Damages caused by war” section.
Sources & Important Links:
● The World Heritage sites in Danger
● World Heritage Emergency Fund
● Cultural rights and the protection of cultural heritage
● Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 30 September 2016
● Managing Tourism at World Heritage sites
● Climate Action for World Heritage sites
● Reducing Disaster Risk at World Heritage sites
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● Protecting our Heritage and Foresting creativity
● The Protection of Cultural World Heritage
● Destruction of cultural heritage is an attack on people and their fundamental rights (news
story)
● A historic resolution to protect cultural sites (news story)
● Extensive destruction to Syria's cultural heritage (news story)
● World Heritage Committee requests close surveillance of Bordeaux, Machu Picchu,
Timbuktu and Samarkand (news story)
● Angkor among three sites removed from the List in Danger (news story)
● Support for Bamiyan Valley from the damage of Taliban (news story)

4.4.

Committee B

Meeting 2: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee B: Maintaining Authenticity and Integrity of Cultural World Heritage Sites
Definitions:
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of cultural World Heritage sites means cultural significance
which is so exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and to be of common importance for
present and future generations of all humanity. According to UNESCO, all World Heritage sites
contain Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). Also, as one of the conditions to be deemed of
OUV and be put to the World Heritage List, the properties must meet the conditions of integrity
and/or authenticity, and must have an adequate protection and management system to ensure its
OUV.
“Authenticity”, which is a concept only applied to cultural properties, means the quality of being
real or true. This definition was affirmed in the International charter for the conservation and
restoration of monuments and sites (The Venice Charter 1964), and it is the essential qualifying
factor to concern the value of a cultural heritage property. Which means that if a site’s cultural
values are expressed truthfully and credibly through a variety of attributes, the property is
considered to meet the condition of authenticity. The understanding of authenticity is crucial for
research in cultural heritage conservation and restoration planning, as it provides an indicator of
how potential OUV can be realized.
The term “Integrity” is about the completeness of the property and it is a measure of the
wholeness and intactness of the natural and/or cultural heritage and its attributes. There are three
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main words that relate to integrity. The first one is boundaries which means whether the property
contains all the attributes to sustain the property’s OUV. The second one is completeness, a
concept of determining if the property is of adequate size to ensure the complete presentation of
the processes and features that convey its significance. And the last one is state of conservation,
meaning whether the attributes are conveying OUV at risk from neglect or decay.
Facts and Problems:
There are two types of the dangers brought to cultural World Heritage sites; ascertained and
potential danger. The significant loss of historical authenticity or cultural significance are
regarded as ‘ascertained’ danger. Also, when there is a threat to a property that may have
negative effects on its inherent characteristics, and that may have negative effects on a property’s
World Heritage values is called ‘potential’ danger. In case communities cease to thrive, buildings
collapse and so on, the attributes are regarded as weak, and authenticity can be compromised.
Adding to this, such threats may include the changes in the legal or administrative context in
which the property exists, including the lack of protection policies.
The World Heritage Centre adopted a standard list of factors affecting the Outstanding Universal
Value of World Heritage properties, considering the threats that may violate the authenticity and
integrity. 14 threats to cultural World Heritage sites were stated including armed conflicts and
wars, earthquakes and other natural disasters, pollution, uncontrolled urbanization and
unchecked tourist development.
Mt. Fuji’s integrity is facing threats from the increasing pressure from tourism and development.
Some barriers that prevent tourists from getting hurt by falling stones, roads to supply the various
buildings and other infrastructure are against the spiritual atmosphere of the mountain. Also,
Beirut has been influenced by the devastating twin explosions which resulted in the damage of
8000 buildings which includes 640 cultural heritage sites’ authenticity and integrity.
Additionally, the Roșia Montană’s authenticity and integrity is in the high lisk of being lost
because of mining developments. Considering the condition of the Roșia Montană, there are still
the elements necessary to express the authentic values of property and the form and materials of
surviving historic features.
Especially, as the damage that is being brought by the COVID-19 pandemic is the decreasing
number of visitors, which affects the income available to sites, and the loss of staff to manage the
properties for future generations, funding is crucial under the pandemic. The management
process is difficult to ensure effectiveness especially in a situation where funds are not adequate.
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Actions that have been taken or being taken:
In order to maintain authenticity and integrity of cultural World Heritage Sites, several actions
have been taken by international society.
UNESCO adopted the Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape with the purpose of
calling on Member States to integrate policies and practices for the preservation and
management of cultural heritage and sustainable urban development in cities and settlements.
For instance, expressing the preservation of heritage sites in Urban areas, Montenegro has
adopted its law called the Law on Spatial Planning and Construction of Structures to protect the
authenticity and integrity of cultural values. They tried to maintain the authenticity by raising the
quality of structures and assisting best practices in urban planning and architecture. Another
example of the action made by Member States is the case of Kernavė Archaeological Site in
Lithuania. The government banned economic activities such as land cultivation and pasturages
for cattle and traffic in 1989. As a result, the integrity of the cultural properties is maintained in
compliance with the restriction of heritage protection.
The World Heritage Education Programme plays an important role in securing the World
Heritage for future generations. Established by UNESCO in 1994, it has been fostering the
involvement of young people in the preservation of World Heritage, teaching the means of the
loss of world heritage. It prioritizes the knowledge and recognition of the value of properties that
contributes to the avoidance of any kind of damage and violation against the properties.
As we see above, authenticity and integrity are not able to stand alone without the effort of each
state or relative actors, and the way of management influences how well the authenticity and
integrity of its properties lasts for our future generation.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decision:
The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention (OG)
This is a fundamental document reflecting the decision of the World Heritage Committee and
they keep modernizing this document. This was established setting four priorities including the
protection and conservation of World Heritage properties. About authenticity and integrity, there
is written mainly in its paragraph 78-95.
1994 The Nara Document on Authenticity
This document has an important role in the connection between the understanding and
conservation of cultural heritage. Establishing this document, the values of the sites including
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authenticity was emphasized and authenticity was decided to be determined within the context
that they belong.
Sources & Important Links:
● Managing Cultural World Heritage: Overall explanation of managing cultural world
heritage
● World Heritage Funding
● The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention
● Monitoring World Heritage site closures (news story)
● Culture: Protecting Our Heritage and Fostering Creativity
● Report on the Authenticity and Integrity in the African Context
● Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape
● World Heritage in the face of COVID-19

4.5.

Committee C

Meeting 2: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee C: Assisting in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change
Definitions:
Committee C is focusing on the impact of Climate Change on Cultural Heritage Sites. The
impact of climate change on Cultural World Heritage sites is so great that it is now on the agenda
of the World Heritage Committee. It affects every corner of our planet, from the polar regions to
the tropics, from the mountains to the oceans. It will have impacts on natural and social systems,
including cultural World Heritage sites. Mitigation means ‘the act of reducing how harmful,
unpleasant, or bad something is.’ This refers to measures and actions taken to mitigate the
damage caused to cultural world heritage by climate change. On the other hand, adaptation
means ‘the process of changing to suit different conditions.’ It refers to measures that can be
taken to adapt to a world of climate change through past and future data and measures taken by
countries around the world. Therefore, the core point of this committee is how cultural World
Heritage sites will deal with damage to Cultural World Heritage Sites caused by climate change,
and how to adapt to climate change.
Facts and Problems:
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Some of the direct impacts of climate change include rapidly flowing water that may erode
buildings, increased storms, and wind gusts that may lead to structural damage. For example, the
Island of Saint-Louis was affected by the two big storms in 2017 and 2018 which caused erosion.
One example is the Statue of Liberty in the United States, a Cultural World Heritage Site. It is in
great danger from the effects of climate change, especially rising sea levels and the increasing
intensity of storms and storm surges. In October 2012, 75% of Liberty Island was inundated by
flooding caused by Hurricane Sandy, a massive storm, and although the statue and pedestal were
not damaged, there was extensive damage to facilities and infrastructure. The effects of this
"super-storm" were greatly exacerbated by local sea levels, which have risen more than 0.5
meters since records began in the 1850s. Global warming and rising sea levels are likely to
dramatically increase the likelihood of such storms and their impacts in the future.
Desertification, salinization, and erosion also threaten cultural sites in desert areas. In 2005, the
World Heritage Centre conducted a questionnaire survey of all States Parties to the World
Heritage Convention to assess the extent and nature of the impacts of climate change on World
Heritage sites and the actions to address these impacts. In that questionnaire, 46 cultural World
Heritage sites were identified as being affected by climate change.
Another example is the Wadi Rum Protected area in Jordan. As climate change continues and
extreme weather happens including droughts, water stress will increase. It is also likely to
threaten species that depend on the alpine habitat of Wadi Rum.
Actions that have been taken or being taken:
Venice and its lagoon, one of the world's cultural heritage sites, experienced 163 exceptional
storm surges of over 110 cm in the past 20 years due to rising sea levels caused by climate
change. Therefore, the government invested about 5.5 billion euros to build a mobile barrier
system called "MOSE'' to protect the city center from flooding in its coves and urban areas. On
October 3, 2020, Venice was hit by a 135cm storm surge. Normally, half of the city would have
been submerged, but this time, the MOSE saved the city from being submerged.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decision:
Predicting and Managing the Effects of Climate Change on World Heritage
This includes the impacts of climate change, related threats, and future solutions to deal with the
damage of cultural World Heritage sites by climate change.
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A Strategy to Assist States Parties to the Convention to Implement Appropriate Management
Responses
This document contains strategies developed based on a detailed analysis of the various issues
detailed in "Predicting and Managing the Effects of Climate Change on World Heritage”. In
terms of mitigation, climate change should be included as one of the sources of stress giving
damage to World Heritage properties, and Member States, regional blocs and international
organizations should make strategies for reducing risks from disasters at World Heritage
properties. In terms of adaptation, international organizations, regional blocs and Member States
should identify Climate Change threats and integrate climate change into any new or existing
management plans, programmes and events.
Policy Document on the Impact of Climate Change on World Heritage Properties (latest update)
This document was adopted by the 16th General Assembly of States Parties to the World
Heritage Convention. The document discusses the impact of climate change on World Heritage
and the collaboration with other international organizations working on this issue. This was
updated in November 2021.
Sources & Important Links:
● Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural & Natural Heritage
● List of World Heritage in Danger
● Climate Change and World Heritage Reports
● Climate Action for World Heritage
● World Heritage and Tourism in a Changing Climate
● UNESCO; Climate Change and World Heritage
● UNESCO; State of Conservation of the Properties Inscribed on the World Heritage List
● World Heritage and Tourism in a Changing Climate: (full text)
● Case Studies on Climate Change and World Heritage

4.6.

Committee D

Meeting 2: Securing Cultural World Heritage Sites
Committee D: Promoting the Inclusion of Cultural World Heritage Sites from Underrepresented
Regions
Definitions:
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As of 2021, the number of Cultural World Heritage sites varies greatly from region to region. In
particular, Europe and North America account for about half of the total number of Cultural
World Heritage sites in the world. This is followed by Asia Pacific at 24%, Latin America and
the Caribbean at 12%, Africa at 8%, and the Arab states at 7%. Thus, the number of Cultural
World Heritage sites is currently concentrated in developed regions, and the term
"underrepresented region" generally refers to the regions where the number of World Heritage
sites is small and it is very difficult to obtain designation even if a Member State applies, because
they have difficulty in nomination process due to lack of knowledge and finance.
Facts and Problems:
The World Heritage Convention defines the types of natural or cultural sites that can be
considered for inclusion on the World Heritage List (WHL). In order to be inscribed on the
World Heritage List, a nation must sign the World Heritage Convention, pledge to protect its
natural and cultural heritage, and submit a nomination to have a property located on its territory
inscribed on UNESCO's WHL.
The first step of the nomination processes is to prepare an inventory of the sites that will be
considered for nomination, called the Tentative List. This is an important step because the World
Heritage Committee cannot consider nominations for inclusion in the World Heritage List for
properties that are not on the State Party's Tentative List. After that, the State Parties can register
the World Cultural Heritage through four more steps. The second step is to select a site from the
tentative list and create a nomination file. This file should contain the necessary documentation
and maps, and the World Heritage Centre will advise and assist the State Party in preparing this
file. The World Heritage Centre will review the submitted nomination and send it to the
appropriate advisory body for evaluation. The third step is for the advisory bodies, the
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), to evaluate the nominated cultural heritage and provide them to
the World Heritage Committee. A third advisory body, the International Centre for the Study of
the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), provides the Committee with
expert advice on conservation and training activities for cultural heritage. In the fourth step, the
World Heritage Committee makes a final decision on the nominated and evaluated cultural
heritage for inscription on the WHL. As a final step, at least one of the six selection criteria
which were explained in 4.6. Part of this background guide must be met in order for the site to be
inscribed on the WHL as a cultural heritage site.
Today, there are 1,154 World Heritage Sites registered in the world, and 897 World Cultural
Heritage Sites. Of this total, Europe and North America account for about 52% of the World
30

Cultural Heritage. On the other hand, Asia and the Pacific accounts for 21%, Latin America and
the Caribbean for 11%, the Arab States for 8.9%, and Africa for 6%, and the underrepresented
regions face various difficulties in registering World Heritage sites. Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) are also included in the underrepresented regions with a low percentage of the
World Heritage sites. SIDS comprise 41 autonomous island countries in Africa, the Arab world,
Asia Pacific and the Caribbean, accounting for 20% of the total number of States Parties to the
Convention, but only 3% of the total number of World Heritage Sites with 32.
A major barrier that needs to be addressed is that the preservation and protection of World
Heritage sites is not possible without the necessary financial resources for World Heritage.
Underrepresented regions do not have the necessary resources to nominate World Heritage sites
due to poverty or lack of funds which is necessary for strengthening the knowledge and skills of
people with direct responsibilities for its conservation and management. Also, underrepresented
regions heavily affected by conflict lack the resources to coordinate the protection and promotion
of cultural heritage due to lack of maintenance.
Actions that have been taken or being taken:
In 1994, the World Heritage Committee established the Global Strategy for a Representative,
Balanced and Credible World Heritage List. The World Heritage List lacked some balance in
terms of the types of properties inscribed and their geography. Of the 1154 World Heritage
properties, 897 were cultural, 218 were natural, and 39 were mixed, and most of them were
located in developed regions of the world, mainly in Europe. This Global Strategy presented
ongoing efforts to reflect the world's cultural and natural diversity of outstanding universal value
on the WHL, as well as related conferences and studies.
The World Heritage Fund was established in 1977 under Article 15 of the World Heritage
Convention to support States Parties in need of international assistance, including
underrepresented regions. It provides approximately US $4 million per year through mandatory
and voluntary contributions from States Parties, as well as private donations.
Africa, which is considered an underrepresented region on the WHL, is strengthening its
cooperation with the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF) to increase the number of sites
inscribed on the WHL. Also, considering that most African properties do not have risk
management plans or risk prevention and mitigation systems, on June 21, 2021, a project for the
Capacity-building in risk management and protection systems was launched online by the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre, the ICCROM, the AWHF and the École du Patrimoine
Africain (EPA). This one-year project is a response to the urgent need to address natural disasters
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affecting African heritage sites, and is contributing to the development of disaster risk
management plans for six World Heritage sites in six countries.
The World Heritage Programme for Small Island Developing States was adopted at the 29th
session of the World Heritage Committee held in Durban in 2005 to develop World Heritage
activities and support new nominations to the World Heritage List. The Pacific Islands developed
the Pacific World Heritage Action Plan 2010-2015 at World Heritage Regional Workshops in
Cairns, Australia and Maupiti, French Polynesia. Under this Action Plan, the need to support
successful nominations for inclusion on the WHL by identifying suitable candidate sites and
building national capacity to prepare nominations that fully meet the requirements of the World
Heritage Convention was identified. Given the fact that the Pacific region has the lowest number
of inscriptions on the WHL, efforts are being made to redress this imbalance in ways that support
the preparation of tentative lists and successful nominations to the WHL. As part of the
nomination process, it is also recommended to support the development of site management
plans through capacity-building workshops, to provide assistance to Parties that do not yet have a
World Heritage Site for nomination, with appropriate support from international experts, and to
provide assistance to the underrepresented Parties in the Pacific for the establishment of a
tentative list through national workshops.
Related Resolutions, Treaties, International Law, Decision:
Global Strategy for a Balanced, Representative and Credible World Heritage List
This strategy was initiated by the World Heritage Committee in 1994 to build a representative,
balanced and reliable WHL. It also aims to encourage countries to become parties to the
Convention, to create a tentative list, and to encourage nominations of properties from categories
and regions not currently well represented on the WHL.
Ways and means to ensure a more representative World Heritage list, 12th GA of States
Parties 1999
It is based on the Global Strategy and describes its 1994-1998 implementation and the results of
the expert meetings. Since 1979, it has been pointed out that the number of inscriptions on
cultural property is more than that on natural property, and Western Europe has a tendency of
having larger numbers of inscriptions than in underrepresented regions. In order to promote more
inscription of natural heritage or mixed heritage to keep the balance, some revision of the criteria
of cultural heritage was conducted through the expert meetings.
Sources & Important Links:
● World Heritage List statistics
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●
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●
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World Heritage List nominations
The Criteria for Selection
Global Strategy for a representative, balanced and credible World Heritage List
Enhancing the credibility of the World Heritage List: Tentative List good practices
World Heritage Programme for Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
SIDS Capacity Building Programme
UNESCO global strategy
Presentation of the final accounts of the World Heritage Fund (2021)
WHC/21/44.COM/14
● The official launch of the regional project for capacity building in Risk management and
protection systems in Africa (news story)
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●
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